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Expectations That International Student Exchange Program Will Promote Cross-Cultural Interaction
HASEGAWA Tadashi Vice President Tokyo Gakugei University
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It has already been around thirty years since I was in postdoctoral studies at an American university. There was a male student from
Taiwan in a doctoral program that had also just arrived, and although our labs were different we often talked when we met. I remember
even now that we could understand each other because when he would get stuck for a word during a conversation he would write Chinese
characters on his palm.

Hangul is used in Korea, but many people there also understand Chinese characters. I had a real sense of how people from China, Japan
and Korea—what we call the “Chinese character zone”—are able to make themselves understood because they can understand Chinese
characters even if the pronunciations differ. At the same time, I felt that it certainly had to be tough for people from countries where
Chinese characters are not used to understand Japanese.

The International Student Exchange Program (ISEP) hosts international students for from six months to a year from universities we have
concluded exchange agreements with, regardless of whether their Japanese skills are sufficient. The goal of the program is to teach them
about Japan's culture and society in classes and through specialized instruction for which credits can be obtained when the students
return to their home universities. Both are mainly done in English. That the classes are in English and not Japanese is where ISEP differs
greatly from other programs for international students. Tokyo Gakugei University (TGU) launched ISEP in 2002, and the program marks
its thirteenth anniversary this year. More than 250 international students have participated in ISEP during that time.

TGU’s ISEP curriculum consists of lectures, drills, seminars, fieldwork and individual research, making it a distinctive program in which
students can independently learn about Japan's society and culture from diverse and specialized fields and perspectives. International
students with strong Japanese skills can also participate in lecture courses held for undergraduates of TGU.

ISEP courses conducted in English are also open to Japanese students and international students from other programs. Some of these
courses are authorized regular subjects for which Japanese students can obtain credits. Along with increasing what international students
know about Japan, they offer opportunities for instruction in overseas studies for Japanese students who want to study abroad. Other
classes emphasize presentations or discussions, so students will doubtless become aware of how cultures and societies differ according to
country. In that sense, ISEP courses are useful for acquiring both knowledge and cross-cultural understanding.

We are called upon to train people with global outlooks as society becomes knowledge-based and globalization continues. Our affiliated
junior high school, Tokyo Gakugei University International Secondary School, offers international baccalaureate-equivalent courses. We
are also looking forward to TGU training faculty with international baccalaureate qualifications. ISEP now functions to educate not only
international students, but also to provide Japanese students with a global outlook. We anticipate that ISEP graduates will play roles in the
international arena, using the understanding of Japanese culture and society that they acquired through direct experience. Finally, we
would definitely like to see them come back to Japan. We would also like to see Japanese students who took ISEP classes seize the
opportunity to study abroad while at university. Interaction among countries is important in cross-cultural interaction, and the basis for
that is interaction among people. We hope that the interactions through ISEP among international students, as well as that of international

and Japanese students, will continue for a long time.
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ISEP offers a wide range of courses providing perspectives of

Japan through various academic fields, such as pedagogy,

psychology, the social sciences, humanities, the natural sciences,

arts and sports. These courses are also conducted in various styles,
including lectures, seminars, fieldwork, and hand-on instruction. Anyone studying at Tokyo Gakugei University, including Japanese

students, is welcome to attend classes. Please find, as below, introductions to some ISEP courses. (See p.7~8 for the full list of ISEP courses.)
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‘Cross-cultural Ideas’ TODA Takako, International Education Division
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I am the organizer of the ‘Cross-cultural Ideas Class’, a name given by the students themselves. Before the spring of the millennium, I
voluntary opened a session called ‘let’s have lunch together’ to bring overseas students and Japanese students together on campus outside
their formal classes. At that time, only overseas students who had registered for a four-year undergraduate course were able to study with
Japanese students. Still now, there are very few subjects where foreign and Japanese students are taught together in the same classroom.
Around 5 to 20 students attended the ‘let’s have lunch together’ sessions. Although only a small number of people attended the sessions,
it led to other exchange activities outside the lunch break. I was amazed at the students’ energy and their creative minds. I asked the
university whether these activities could be transformed into formal class activities, so that the students could receive credit for their
efforts and what they learned through the activities. My request came to fruition in the spring of 2006 when this class was established.
How much you learn in this class depends on your participation. Based on my observation of graduates, those who express themselves and
work very hard enjoy the time with their classmates, find hidden talents and increase their confidence, especially with regards to their
future careers.Inspired Ideas’ is the key word of this class.If you try to do something for your classmates willingly and with pleasure, you
will see your prodigious talents appearing as if by magic. So use your talents! Bring out your friends’ talents! I am sure you will meet a *
new you’ which shines with your friends all over the world. What is involved in this class? And how you will gain credit for your studies?
You cannot be passive in this class. Each of you has a responsibility to share your ‘inspired ideas’ through two kinds of presentations.

Presentation A is an individual presentation. Presentation B is a group project. I will explain the details in the class. Come and join us!
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‘Cross-cultural Representations and Experience’ Joshua Dale, English Division
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In the first half of this course, we study how the experience of cultural difference affects identity. We read essays and watch videos in
order to compare how non-Japanese people represent Japan, to how Japanese people represent their own country. We pay particular
attention to the ways in which “self,” or one’s personal/cultural identity, is constructed in relation to “other,” or cultural difference, in order
to consider both the benefits and pitfalls attendant to adapting to a different culture.

For example, we watch scenes from a BBC documentary, “Fish: A Japanese Obsession,” in which the narrator (himself a fisherman) tries
but fails to come to terms with the Japanese relationship to fish and the environment. In “Japan: The Strange Country,” animator Kenichi
Tanaka explores aspects of his own country that appear strange to him. In addition, we watch scenes from “The Japanese Version,” a
documentary from the late 1980s on how American culture changes when it arrives in Japan, and compare them to satirical videos made
by the contemporary Japanese comedy group “The Ramenz” that purport to introduce Japanese culture to foreigners.

The second half of this course focuses on the JET (Japan Exchange and Teaching) Program. Established in 1987, it is now one of the
largest cross-cultural exchange programs in the world. We analyze the personal experiences of participants in the JET Program in the
form of short essays and videos, and compare them to the goals and aspirations of the program as a whole, which was intended to *
internationalize” Japan. I was a participant on the JET program in the late 1980s, and I show some material I gathered from that time,
including manga drawn by my Japanese students, in order to examine the role that JET program teachers have taken in the educational

system from the bubble era to the present.
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‘Studies and Life in Japan: My experience of ISEP at Tokyo Gakugei University’
Lin Ying-Ting, National Taiwan University
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Throughout my academic year at Tokyo Gakugei University, I enjoyed learning various things. Especially, ISEP courses about
Japanese culture and environment interested me a lot. I learnt the geographical knowledge about volcano and earthquake in Japan. In

the ISEP courses, we visited Hakone and Izu-Ohshima to learn geography directly. I also took the class called ‘Japan Cool Abroad’, and
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through this class I learnt the modern Japanese culture and cuteness culture, which helped me to see different sights of Japan from
different angles. I also went skiing class, and it was really unforgettable for a person from the country where there is no snow.
Furthermore, thanks to the Gakugei University, we had the chance to watch live sumo and kabuki as part of the curriculum. These were
fresh and interesting experiences of the traditional artistry of Japan.

My Individual Study project was an investigations of organic farming in Japan. I had to do questionnaire survey with many organic
farmers. When I distributed questionnaires, I faced a lot of difficulties. For example, I didn’t have access to contacts of organic farmers,
so I spent a lot searching email addresses of farmers on the internet. Then, though I sent questionnaire to them, the response rate, in
the beginning, was very low. Therefore, I looked for a help by sending an email to organic farming organization. In this way, through
my project, I learnt not only about organic farming in Japan, but also how to resist pressure and gained a lot of experience of problem
solving.

Besides my academic experiences, other precious treasures I gained were friends. I made a lot of friends from all over the world, and
we exchanged our culture, knowledge and experiences, which broadened my view. Before I came to Japan, my friends were almost all
Taiwanese, so we had the similar thoughts and customs. After coming to Japan, I met people from different countries. They had various
culture and conceptions. Sometimes I was surprised and shocked. Different culture triggered my imagination and inspiration. They
became my friends, but also became my teachers.

After one year stay in Japan, I came to like Japan even more than before. Although one year was a little short, I got a lot of valuable

experiences. I believe I became more independent and mature. The experience in Japan helped me become more brave and creative.
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New Co-Learning Multicultural Studies Courses to Be Added to Common Liberal Arts Curriculum
TSUBAKI Machiko, Chair of the International Student Exchange Program Committee

Director of the International Student Exchange Center
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Co-Learning Multicultural Studies Courses for TGU students and international students in the six subjects listed below will be added to
the Common Liberal Arts Curriculum (CA) from the 2015 spring semester. The topics and content will cover: multicultural understanding
and communication; the diversity and distinctive features of the world’s languages, cultures and ethnic groups; and the societies and
environments behind them. Our main objective is to have regular and international TGU students increase their mutual understanding and
awareness through independent, practical studies. These have been implemented up to now as part of the CA Gakugei Frontier and ISEP
curricula, but along with anticipating that even more students will participate, we would like to see even greater global awareness and
in-depth studies. We also plan to add two more subjects to the ISEP curriculum to be held together with CA, listed below. We anticipate

that encounters and dialogue with diverse worlds and values will lead to many discoveries and opportunities for self-actualization.

New Common Liberal Arts Curriculum Co-Learning Multicultural Studies Courses to Be Added in 2015 (two credits each)
Spring semester

Co-Learning Multicultural Studies Course A (Multicultural Understanding and Communication I)

Co-Learning Multicultural Studies Course C (World Languages and Cultures I)

Co-Learning Multicultural Studies Course E (World Ethnic Groups and Cultures I)
Autumn semester

Co-Learning Multicultural Studies Course B (Multicultural Understanding and Communication II)

Co-Learning Multicultural Studies Course D (World Languages and Cultures II)

Co-Learning Multicultural Studies Course F (World Ethnic Groups and Cultures II)

ISEP Subjects to Be Added to Common Liberal Arts Curriculum in 2015 (two credits each)
Spring semester: Exploring the Cultural Diversity of Japan I

Autumn semester: Exploring the Cultural Diversity of Japan II

% 0) fm 0) ?ﬁ ﬁb ° 'fi: $ Other Activities and Events
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Tachikawa Life Safety Learning Center (23 October 2013)
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Seminar: Preparing for Disasters (30 October 2013)
TLA SR U o

Excursion to Edo-Tokyo Open Air Architectural Museum
(27 November 2013)

W L N E AR R
Visit to Takehaya Elementary School (11 December 2013)

T WS L
Visit to Takehaya Elementary School
Nukuibayashi music and dance workshop (7 May 2014)

J1 IR ok 2 CRR Ak e i )

Excursion to a soy source factory in Kawagoe (14 May 2014)
RSB T— a7

Furoshiki workshop (Traditional wrapping art) (21 May 2014)
AR A (L)

Excursion to the National Theatre for a kabuki performance
(18 June 2014)

HHYrI—ovayT
Nukuibayashi workshop
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* CAFFH : Asterisked courses are CA courses open to undergraduate students of the Tokyo Gakugei University.

Autumn Semester 2013

#184% Course Title BB E Instructor

1| ISEP Seminar I HiE 75 ARISAWA Shino
(BB®41tz>#~— International Student Exchange Center)
L. 378 WE SHIBUYA Hideaki
*2 | Education in Japan ’
Jap (EEHBH= International Education Division)
. . FH ZF TODA Takako
*3 | Cross-Cultural Teaching Practice
£ (B BEH=Z= International Education Division)
4 | Counseling in Japan il \?ﬁaﬂ\SéNO Hideld . .
(HoEYUVIHE Counceling Division)
Joshua P. Dale
5 | Cross-Cultural Studies e m ) . s
(FHEBFIZ= English Division)
. .. ER X KURIHARA Yuji
6 | Philosophy and Ethics 1
PRy cs in Japan (HBRIHZE Social Studies Division)
. - HE H75 ARISAWA Shino
7 | Exploring the Cultural Diversity of 11
P £ v y of Japan (BBZ4%£ 14— International Student Exchange Center)
. } S T KIYONO Yasuyuki
8 | Study of Japanese Print-Makin = .
v of Jap £ (M= Fine Arts Division)
. . . . BHZ 75 ARISAWA Shino
9 | Introduction to Japanese M Pl Kot d Sh:
Japanese Music * Playing Koto and Shamisen BE4 1>/ — International Student Exchange Center)
. . . Bl Mz WATANABE Masayuki
10 | Recreation and Sports in Japan : Table T g
P Jap aple tenms (REEABRIEZ= Healthcare and Sports Division)
. . . B M2 WATANABE Masayuki
11 | Walking Convention : The M f Hist: dw =
g ¢ MICmoty of Histoty and ar (IREBABRIZE Healthcare and Sports Division)
. . .. a8 Bff WAMOTO Yoshihiro
12 | Recreation and Sports in Japan : Skiin
P Jap g (REEABRIEZ Healthcare and Sports Division)
13 Geography of Japan II : HmH 1#& FURUTA Etsuzo
Geography of Seaside and Downtown Area in Tokyo Prefecture | (BHAIZEEE Japanese Studies Division)
14 | Japanese Business Enterprises IRE . jﬂfﬁ‘ E‘A%DA Kazuo . . L
(BABIERISHE Natural and Environmental Science Division)

Spring Semester 2014

#IE%Course Title FEEHHE Instructor

1| 1SEP Seminar 11 HE 73 ARISAWA Shino
(BB%&1t>%— International Student Exchange Center)
FH Z7F TODA Takako
*2 | Cross-Cultural Ideas
(EEHEH= International Education Division)
. %8 ™ ASANUMA Shigeru
*3 | School in Japan !
Jap (EEHBEH=Z= International Education Division)
4 | Counseling in Japan {£8 B SANO Hideki
(B EUI#E Counceling Division)
. . M —B IKEDA Kazunari
5 | Introduction to Psychophysiolo ’ -~
VEROPRYSIoiogy (ERIDIEEZZE School Psychology Division)
. Joshua P. Dale
6 | Cross-cultural Repr tat dE i e ey . s
bresertations and Bxperience (ZEEBRIZZ English Division)
%7 | Natural Science in Japan AR X—HB - ¥ X FUJIMOTO Koichiro, NAKANO Yukio
(RERZNS BNRENFHE Environmental Science Division, Natural and Environmental Science Division)
. . . HE HT5 ARISAWA Shino
8 | Exploring the Cultural Diversity of I
plorng ersity of Japan BE4 >4 — International Student Exchange Center)
. . FHiE HT5 ARISAWA Shino
9 | Traditional Performing Arts of
g Arts of Japan BBt/ — International Student Exchange Center)
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*10

Theatre Workshop

SR B TAKAO Takashi
(RIBO=Z2=5—Y3V#=E Expressive Arts and Communication Division)

11 | Recreation and Sports in Japan : Cycling

B iz WATANABE Masayuki
(REEABRIZZ Healthcare and Sports Division)

12 | Japanese Budo : Judo

51FK IR ITEYA Misaki
(&EEAR—YEE Life Long Sports Division)

13 | Recreation and Sports in Japan : Aquatic Sports (Swimming)

2K EB# IWAMOTO Yoshihiro
(REEABRIEZ Healthcare and Sports Division)

14

Geography of Japan I : Blue Tourism in Izu
Islands (Izu Ohshima) in Tokyo Prefecture

HH

& FURUTA Etsuzo
(BAHZEE Japanese Studies Division)

@ ﬂ% 5'3 (ﬂﬂ AE{ % 5_‘ - '*E gﬁ E ) Enrolled Students (Individual Study & Academic Advisors)

Home University Academic Advisor Individual Study Title
LI Lingxiao Central China NormalUniversity Sato Masamitsu Chinese Characters (Kanji) in the East Asian Cultural Sphere:
(= ¥BH) (TRl AS) (kg 1E9%) The Cases of China and Japan
PENG Ch Nanjing Normal Uni it Inokuchi Tet:
. e BaR ﬁrm iveml Y e Comparison of Japanese and Chinese Tea Culture Spirit
& &) (RIS AMERS) Gao #)
GAO Su Nanjing Normal University Saito Hiromi Aspects of Death in Modern Chi d literat
. e spects of Death in Modern Chinese and Japanese literature:
(& ) (PR AR#EA) (i5E UAAR)
LI Wai Lok The Chinese University of Hong Kong | Tomabechi Shin Riserf ;Gme/industryicghmugh "-hce PgrSIéecﬁve OfCCOHSHme?;
N . . . to Analyze Anime aracter Car ames’ Commerci
(ZF= &%) (FPEPSURE) (Kt ) S prird iR
LAW Sze Ting The Chinese University of Hong Kong Tomabechi Shin Boy's Love Mania: How Do Straight Women Understand,
(% Hi=) (FPERPSORF) (HkHh ) Consume and Create Boy's Love Culture
CHEUNG Pui Hay The Chinese University of Hong Kong | Asano Tomohiko ?{tudy Oél the ReasgnsLof ll;/_[ﬂahjpngé Declinin{g] I?OPUI?rité’ a(:inong
s N o - oung Generation by Looking into Japanese University Students’
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