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Ajvatovica is the largest Islamic traditional,
religious and cultural event in Europe. It is
located near Prusac in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. It was named
after Ajvaz-dedo who was a devout Muslim
working to enlighten the population and
achieve progress in the area.

According to legend, before the arrival of
Ajvaz-dedo, Prusac had a water supply
problem. However, he found a powerful
spring of water near Prusac. The spring
had been shut off by a rock 74 meters long
and 30 meters wide, which obstructed the
construction of a running water system.
Ajvaz-dedo spent 40 days praying
to Allah to split the rock. On the fortieth
morning, following his prayers, Ajvaz-dedo
dreamt that two white rams collided and
split the rock.

When he awoke, he saw the rock split in
half. Wooden pipes were placed along the
newly formed canyon to take water into
Prusac. Seeing it as a sign of
God’s miracle and blessing, people began
going on pilgrimages to the place where the
rock had split.
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Y * " How Rat Ranks the First in

»*

Chinese Zodiac

Gao Lun
CHINA

Once upon a time, the Jade
Emperor thought it'd be better
to assign an animal to each year
so people could more easily
remember the Zodiac cycle. So
he decided to hold a meeting
with all the animals and he
would choose 12 of them to be
the Zodiac animals. At that time,
Cat and Rat were close friends.
They were very excited about
the meeting and decided to go
early. However, Cat was a
sleepyhead, who ever woke up
before noon. On the night before
the meeting, he asked Rat to
wake him early the next
morning. When morning came,
Rat got up early and quietly left
for the meeting alone. When Cat
finally woke up in afternoon, he
knew i1t was too late. Feeling
betrayed, he vowed that
henceforth Rat would be his
enemy. That is probably the
main reason Cats are always
chasing after Rats.
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To get to the meeting
called by the Jade
Emperor, animals had to
cross a river to reach the
meeting place. Rat was the
worst swimmers in the
animal kingdom, but he
was quite  intelligent,
deciding that the best and
fasted way to cross the
river was to hop on the
back of Ox, who, being
naive and good-natured,
agreed to carry him across.
As Ox neared the other side
of the river, Rat jumped

ahead and reached the
shore first. So he claimed
first place n the
competition and zodiac.
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) “ DESISINGO ~

Patrick Behuhuma

Democratic Republic of Congo

DESISINGO", in Congo, was a
kind of animal-human being
living in Congolese forests,
which (or who) was protecting
the nature and the wild life, by
killing hunters who were going
to like to destroy the fauna.

I don't know how many of
them had existed, but it was in
my native region that I learned
about it. Maybe the legend
could be found somewhere
else in Congo, because the
country of Congo Is very large
(2.345.000 kmZ2).

So, DESISINGO could kill
anyone among villagers who
would like to hunt animals,
because it was like hurting it or
him.
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Legend of the Miraculous

Crucifix

Helena Milijevic
CROATIA

The famous legend was bounded
with the miracle crucifixion of St. Vitus
which is located in the Cathedral, and tells
how Peter Loncarevic has played cards with
two of his friends in front of the Church of
St. Vitus, where the crucifixion for the public
reverence was located. The play hasn’t
brought him luck, so he had reached for a
stone very angry and thrown it on the left
side of the crucifixion. All present were
horrified because from the stricken statue
came blood, and under the feet of the
blasphemer the earth had opened and
swallowed him leaving his pagan arm on the
surface.

The Governer Baron Rauber who
governed in that time, has ordered to burn the
hand on the square in public, and as a
remembrance to the accident, he gave orders
to make a brazen arm and put it down in front
of the crucifixion.

The stone which was thrown by the
blasphemer lies still on the left side of the
crucifixion with the inscription "Huis lapidis
ictu percurssus est Crucifixus! Anno Domini
1227" (The crucified was hit with this stone
in 1227).
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The Rabbit on the Moon

An Aztec Legend
MEXICO Karen Gonzales

Long time ago, when Aztecs arrived to the valley of Mexico
they found the ruins of Tehotihuacan, and they were so amazed at
its greatness that they thought it was a city of gods and hence it
was the place where everything was created.

The sun we have now, according to the Aztecs is the 5th sun ( the
sun of movement). The gods got together in Tehotihuacan to decide
the best way to create the sun, and also the moon to have
balance. The 4 creator gods were summoned and greeted each
other:
“ I am Quetzalcoatl, the serpent of beautiful feathers, god of
fertility “
“ I am Huitzilopochtli, hummingbird of the south, god of war”
“I am Tezcatlipoca, smoking mirror, the one who gives and takes
wealth”
“I am Xipetotec, the skinned god, god of spring and renewal of
flora”

After the greetings they asked “who will sacrifice to be the
new sun?”’ The other minor gods turned around and looked at each
other, the gods then said “ the sacrifice of one will not be enough,

2 <«

someone must illuminate in the darkness” “ who will give his life to
become the 5th sun?” a very handsome and arrogant god stepped
forward saying “I, Tecuciztecatl, will offer myself in sacrifice for 1
come from noble birth, there is no one better than me to shine
through the sky” the gods nodded in disapproval for he was so
arrogant.

The other minor gods turned around and looked at each
other and then said “ the sacrifice of one will not be enough,

2

someone must illuminate in the darkness” “ who will give his life to
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become the 5th sun?” A very handsome and arrogant god
stepped forward saying “I, Tecuciztecatl, will offer myself in sacrifice
for I come from noble birth, there is no one better than me to shine
through the sky” the gods nodded in disapproval for he was so
arrogant. Huitzilopochtli then sentenced, “agreed, you will become the
sun but who will become the moon?” all the minor gods looked around
and saw at the most hideous god, the god of sickness on the skin, he
stepped forward too and said “ Though I do not consider myself worthy
I accept with honor your command”. That being said the 4 gods
prepared the sanctuary to create a fantastic bonefire while the two
selected ones prepared themselves for the sacrifice, the moment came
for the two to sacrifice and Huitzilopochtli ordered Tecuciztecatl to
jump first into the fire for he would become the sun, however he got
scared and backed down, turned himself into a rabbit and tried to hide
behind some plants. The Gods were really disappointed and so they
said “ it is your turn Nanahuatzin” Nanahuatzin hesitated too but he
recovered his temper and got into the fire without fear, when
Tecuciztecatl saw that he got angry because such an ugly god took his
place, so after the fire went down, the sun was taken to the skies by
an eagle, it was the first sunrise of the 5th sun. However Tecuciztecatl
also became a sun and rose up into the sky, the heat of two suns was so
strong that it killed everything alive, Ehecatl the god of wind claimed
“ you Tecuciztecatl will be punished by me for being a coward and back
down from your sacrifice” and so Ehecatl took his bow and arrow and
shot at the second sun killing its shine, “ and to remind you of your sin
you will have forever the sign of the rabbit on your face, and will
always be following the sun” he pronounced. And so the moon and the
sun were created, however the sun did not move, it was drying
everything, the gods uttered “ Tonatihu you need to move so there will
be day and night” and the sun answered “ I demand the sacrifice of all
gods to move” and so they did and the sun started to move and day and

night were born.
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@ Legend of Potato

Violeta Paredes-Tenorio
PERU

Long time ago, two indian tribes
lived in the Mountain of Peru.

One tribe (Incas) was warlike,
the other (Aymara) was peace loving.
One day, the incas conquered the
Aymaras and make them their slaves.

The god pitied the Aymaras and
gave them a magic plant: potato. The
Aymaras cultivated the potato and
then cooked 1it. After that, their
strength renewed with potato power,
and the Aymaras could defeat the
Incas.

Just as the God had promised,
the wild potato had cleverly hidden
its goodness underground so that the
Incas did not find the precious fruit.
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It is said that in the days of the
datus and rajahs, there once lived a
princess named Kansilay. She was loved by
the villagers because she was kind to
everyone.

An attack on the settlement by
pirates was thwarted when the princess
bravely led the people in the village's
defense. The fight was furious and the
princess fought like a seasoned warrior.
Murals that used to grace some of the city's
public buildings depict her as a fierce
fighter wielding a huge talibong, a short
native single-edged sword. The pirates
were routed, but at the cost of the princess'
life. Her paramour arrived in time to see her
die. In grief, the people lovingly buried her.

To their surprise, a tree grew right
over her grave, the first Kansilay tree,
named after the brave princess, a final gift
to her.

More Kansilay trees grew from that
place which later on was called as Silay.
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“Legend of Kansilay”

PHILIPPINES
Sukie Jadoc

A local legend
tells of how Silay City, a
city in Western Visayas,
Philippines, got its
name.
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DEVIL'S TOWN

Tomislava Dordevic
SERBIA

The Legend Goes...

Many legends have been created to

explain the origin of “Devil’s Town”.

The most popular says that long time
ago, this area was inhabited by humble,
calm and religious people. This annoyed
the devil so he made Devil’s Water to make
them forget their lineage. After drinking
this water, inhabitants arranged a
marriage between a brother and a sister.

The devil’s plan was interrupted by
the fairy who, according to the legend, still
keeps this area under her protection.

The bride and the groom were on
their way to church when the fairy started
praying and God heard her prayer and
joined the earth with the sky, then the cold
wind blew and the wedding guests were

turned into the stone.
|

Science and Facts...

Pavolja Varos (Serbian Cyrillic: 'BaBospa Bapom, meaning "Devil's Town") is a
peculiar rock formation located in southern Serbia. It features 202 exotic formations
created by strong erosion of the soil that was scene of intense volcanic activity millions
of years ago.

There are also two natural springs: Pavolja voda (Devil’s Water), with extremely

acidic water (pH 1.5), and Crveno vrelo (Red Well).
Davolja Varos was a nominee in the New Seven Wonders of Nature campaign.
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Tall Tales in America
Michael Lynch

UNITED STATES OFAMERICA
Some American Folk Icons

A tall tale 1s a story
with unbelievable elements,
related as if it were true and
factual. Sometimes  these
stories are exaggerations of
actual events, While other tall
tales are completely fictional

tales set in a familiar, or iconic

setting (such as the American
Old). Tall tales are often told
with the narrator seeming to

have been a part of the story.

They are usually

The Story of

humorous or good-natured. The ' P AVI‘
Iline between myth and tall tale ¢ BVNYAN

1s distinguished primarily by
the age of the story; many

myths exaggerate the exploits
of their heroes, but in tall tales

the exaggeration looms large,

,’
to the extent of becoming the \,J ohn He nr y
(3

whole of the story.
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