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The purpose of this study was to examine elementary school children’s conjunctive expression skills, including
understanding of the relations between two sentences combined by conjunctions and the ability to fill in conjunctions
according to the context. The study also investigated whether conjunctive expression skills are related to composition
skills. The participants were 20 3rd and 4th grade elementary school children. The tasks focused on the use and
understanding of conjunctions, and the children were also asked to write compositions based on three sequential pictures,
which were later rated by adults for quality. Analysis yielded a list of conjunctions typically used by school-age children,
and individual differences in the adequacy of the use of conjunctions were also noted. The quality of compositions was
found not to correlate with any of the conjunctive task scores, suggesting that the quality of compositions needs also to

be analyzed from other aspects such as originality, emotional expressions, and narrative grammar.
KEY WORDS : Conjunctions, Compositions, Sentence Structures, Language
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