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This study examined how onomatopoeic expressions influence young children’s performance in imitation tasks.
It was hypothesized that the onomatopoeia which most corresponded to a certain hand movement would facilitate
reproducing the movement. Five young children aged 2 to 3 years participated in the study. Four unconventional hand
movements were created, and children were presented with each movement under 3 different conditions: 1) along with
a corresponding onomatopoeia (coherent condition), 2) with an onomatopoeia which did not match the movement
(discrepant condition), and 3) with no speech input while the experimenter performed the movement (no speech
condition). Order of presentation of the movements was counterbalanced. Results showed that children’s imitations
were most accurate under the coherent condition, and least accurate under the no speech condition. This suggested that
the auditory image of movements aroused by the sequence of syllables facilitated imitation. It was difficult, however,
for young children to recall and reproduce movements upon hearing onomatopoeia; instead, children tended to perform

familiar hand movements. Factors facilitating imitation are discussed.
KEY WORDS : Onomatopoeia, Imitation, Young Children, Hand Movement, Facilitation
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