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The developmental processes of understanding situations using reasoning skills and effectively supporting children
with social adaptation problems were investigated. We developed original auditory and visual reasoning tasks and
administered them to typically-developing children (n=31) and children with neurodevelopmental disorders (n=50). The
results indicated that typically-developing children as they grew older could understand situations using reasoning skills.
In contrast, the situational understanding using reasoning skills by children with possible neurodevelopmental disorders
was unrelated to their mental age and inferior to typically-developing children. Their situational understanding difficulty
could be related to many factors, including their developmental and cognitive characteristics and communication style,
among others. These results indicated the importance of assessing children’s individual factors when providing detailed

support for their social adaptation.
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