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The purpose of this study was to examine the use of polite form verbal expressions corresponding to communicative
situations in school-age children with intellectual disabilities and children with autism spectrum disorder. We conducted
a questionnaire survey to teachers in a special school who teach elementary- and secondary-school level students.
Results showed that many students with Down syndrome used polite forms in various situations at the elementary
school level, but a greater number of students used polite forms only in classes, suggesting that verbal use tended to be
differentiated according to situations. Regarding to whom students used polite forms, all students with Down syndrome
used polite forms only to teachers. Only students with autism spectrum disorder used polite forms to everyone. It was
also found that a half of the teachers of the first to third graders of the elementary school level taught the use of polite
forms, and so did 87.5% of the teachers of the 4t to 6™ graders. At the secondary school level, 92.3% of the teachers
taught the use of polite forms. Overall, language use related to employment and social participation was gradually more

stressed in the curriculum later in the elementary school through the secondary school levels.
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