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This study investigated how the child’s verbal explanations changed depending on whether the situation to be

described was visually shared by both the speaker and listener (the shared condition) or presented only with the

speaker (the unshared condition). It was hypothesized that the child’s verbal output reflects the “cooperative principles”

proposed by Paul Grice. Typically developing second graders participated in the study. Two types of pictures, a scene

with multiple figures and a combination of geometric shapes, were presented with children under either the shared or

unshared condition. Results showed that the numbers of independent words, the frequencies and types of nouns tended

to be higher for the unshared condition than the shared condition for both types of visual stimuli. The unshared condition

tended to elicit remarks on the person’s clothing, positional relationships, and details of the scene. It was speculated that

individual differences in the amount of verbal information partly reflected the degree to which the child considered the

listener’s perspectives.
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