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We conducted a questionnaire survey to nursery teachers to investigate the percentages of children who aroused
developmental concerns among teachers, their behavioral and developmental characteristics, methods to support
those children and their parents, and the characteristics of children who were considered to have high and low needs
for professional support. Results showed that 1) about 30% of children raised some kinds of concerns among nursery
teachers, 2) nursery teachers of 3-year-old classes tended to pay attention to language and communication development,
and 3) 4- and 5-year-old class nursery teachers tended to pay more attention to group participation and relationships
with other children. For all age levels, nursery teachers tended to seek other professionals’ support for children with
behavioral problems. Three-year-old class teachers experienced difficulties deciding whether to make referrals when
the children’s development was delayed but some developmental progress was evident. These results suggested that
assessment tools be utilized in nurseries for decision making. Results also showed that the 4- and 5-year-old class
teachers were anxious about whether to make referrals to other professionals when children were raised in difficult child-

care family environment. The importance of cooperation with various professionals to support parents was discussed.
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