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The purpose of this study was to examine whether children’s reproduction of stories could be assisted by manipulating

dolls corresponding to the characters in the stories. We hypothesized that a richer explanation would be produced when

dolls were used as an auxiliary means of expression. Fourteen children aged 5 and 6 years participated in the study.

After hearing a story while looking at six sequential pictures, children were asked to retell the story under 2 different

conditions: children reproduced the story with the sequential pictures manipulating dolls, and with the sequential pictures

but with no dolls. Two comparable stories were created, and one story was assigned to either condition. Results showed

that the use of dolls tended to enhance the richness of verbal descriptions for 5-year-olds, but the effects might depend

on the content of the story. It was speculated that the facilitative effects were also influenced by the child’s skills of doll

manipulation while talking.
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