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YAMAMOTO, R. and OTOMO, K.; Understanding Words for Dates and Seasons in Young Children: Knowledge of
Calendar, Seasons, and Annual Events. ISSN 1349-9580

We investigated children’s understanding of words related to the day of the week, calendar, seasons, and year-round
events. Day of the week tasks, calendar tasks, seasonal tasks, and year-round event tasks were administered to 5- and
6-year-old children to examine their understanding of conventional time concepts. A survey was also conducted to
parents to examine how children’s understanding of those words was related to their home environment. Results showed
that 6-year-olds tended to demonstrate greater knowledge than 5-year-olds, suggesting that children’s daily activities in
kindergartens, schools, and home promoted the acquisition of words and conventional concepts related to calendar. The
percentages of correct answers for “the day after tomorrow” and “the day before yesterday” were found to be lower than
those for more frequently used “yesterday” and “tomorrow,” indicating that the understanding of words that are farther
apart in time lagged behind the words closer in time. Accuracies for weeks, i.e. “this week,” “next week,” and “last week,”
were also relatively low. Familiarities of certain seasons and annual events were also noted in the tasks. The number of
correct answers for the day of the week task was shown to correlate with parental use, suggesting the positive influence of

the family environment. The importance of understanding of circularity of the calendar and seasons is also discussed.
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