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This study investigated special needs education teacher training. A postal questionnaire survey targeted 51 people
in charge of training in the Kanto regional Education Boards. The questionnaire inquired about the actual conduct of
special needs education training. We compared the results of the survey with a previous study of special needs education
teachers. Results indicated that over 90% of local governments conducted “lecture-type training” and “training that
included group discussions.” However, only 15% to 30% of municipalities implemented “observing classes,” “case
conferences,” or “practical skills training,” which teachers felt were as necessary as “training that included group
discussions.” Moreover, there is less face-to-face training due to anti-coronavirus measures, necessitating online training
to meet teachers’ needs. Furthermore, 96% of local governments did not issue licenses (certificates of completion),
which over half the teachers in the teachers’ survey wanted. When we asked municipalities about the need to issue
licenses (certificates of completion), the most common answer was “undecided” (68%). The reason given was, “I don’t
know how useful it is.” It is suggested that the issues identified in this survey must be investigated concretely in future

studies.
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