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Autism/ emotional disorder special needs classes are a “diverse learning space” in the continuum. The curriculum is
fundamentally the same as that of elementary schools. Needs for innovation in teaching moral education are increasing.
This study, conducted using semi-structured interviews with classroom teachers of autism/ emotional disability special
needs classes in elementary schools, examined actual situations and prospects of instructional innovation in moral
education for autism/ emotional disability special needs classes. For moral education, it was inferred that the ease with
which children engage in each content item differs according to the level of abstraction of the subject matter and the
experiences underlying the children’s values. Moreover, innovations were made in the instruction contents and methods.
Instruction method innovations were practiced from two perspectives: moral education and special support education.
Results of these efforts included the promotion of understanding of moral values and the promotion of class participation,
whereas issues related to the characteristics of autism and emotional disorders, such as difficulty in regarding oneself
objectively and difficulty in accepting ideas different from one’s own were described. Additionally, results clarified that
teaching of self-reliance activities is related to the “formation of human relationships” and “communication,” suggesting
the future necessity of maintaining consciousness of teaching that interacts with moral education and self-reliance

activities.
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