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FURUSO, Y. and OTOMO, K_; A Survey on the Awareness of Disabilities in Middle School Students in Regular Classes.
ISSN 1349-9580

This study investigated the current state of awareness and attitudes toward disability among regular public middle
school students. 328 students studying in regular classes answered a questionnaire. Results showed that about half
of the students had opportunities to interact with people with disabilities or knew people with disabilities personally,
whereas about half of the students had no such experience. School settings were shown to provide opportunities for
such interactions, and TV news and dramas appeared to contribute to the recognition of disabilities. There were many
positive impressions of disabilities, such as “individuality” and “kindness,” and 70% of the students indicated that they
would like to be involved in the opportunity to interact people with disabilities. In addition, 70% of the students wanted
to understand and know more about people with disabilities. Future issues include changes in the understanding of
disabilities from elementary to middle schools, and verification of whether disability understanding education yeilds

lasting effects on students.
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