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The systematic study of social realities, namely sociology, was born into a European
Positivistic tradition. However, it has cyclically refused ‘all-quantitative’ interpretation of hdman
experience. Following this epistemological and methodological ups and downs, Sociology
Education researchers usually adopt one of the three meta-theories, namely Functionalis
Conflict Theories and Interactionism.

In this seminar, Dr. Jae Park (visiting scholar to the TGU Curriculum Center) will present his
research on a specific variant of Conflict Theories called the ‘Asia as Method’ with heavy
emphasis on studying Asian realities with uniquely Asian way of producing knowledge. The ‘Asia
as Method’ E£%E: mMNERTE (2006, T AHAREE; 2010, Duke University Press) and related
works by Taiwanese scholar Chen Kuan-Hsing (F&5¢E#H) have had significant impact on the field of
education and its sub-fields such as sociology of teaching profession, curriculum studies,
education research methods, language education, cross-cultural studies, and post-colonial
studies. Dr. Jae Park will share his published research as well as some ongoing projects.
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